THE HOLY SPIRIT GIVES US LIFE
Last week we discussed how the Holy Spirit is symbolized in Scripture by Wind, Water, Fire, Oil and a Dove. This means that without the Holy Spirit you have no spiritual life, your spiritual life is weak, you cannot be pure, and you cannot perform true ministry. But the Holy Spirit doesn’t force Himself upon you. You have to be willing to let Him into your life. 

Tonight we’re going to talk about the Holy Spirit’s work in our lives when we accept Jesus as Savior. What does it look like for the Holy Spirit to give us life—to be the breath of God to us? At the beginning of time God breathed the breath of life into Adam. (Genesis 2:7) God imparted His very life into the body of Adam. Adam already had a heart, a brain, lungs and all other body parts, but it was not until Adam had the breath of God in Him that he was truly alive. But it was not long after this that Adam would die. Not a physical death, for Adam would live to be over 900 years old before dying physically. No, the death Adam would die soon was a spiritual one. 

Mankind has a long history of spiritual death. Every human on the earth has experienced what it means to be spiritually dead. Spiritual death is separation from God. Humans can’t dwell with God because He is holy and we are not. God had told Adam that if he ate the fruit of the Tree of Knowledge of Good and Evil he would surely die that day. Now Adam and Eve ate the fruit and they didn’t die that day—not physically at least. When Adam and Eve ate the fruit of the tree they died spiritually. They could no longer commune with God or have intimate relationship with Him. God is holy and an unholy God cannot be in relationship to unholy things or people. But God provided a way of salvation through His Son Jesus Christ and now because of what Jesus did on the cross mankind can be reconciled to God. We can be in an intimate relationship with Him. When Jesus died on the cross and rose again He broke the barrier between us and God. We can be saved from sin that separates us from God and reconciled to God in holy communion. This is salvation. We can now have communion with God and that communion is known best through the Holy Spirit. In Ephesians 1 Paul explains the role of the Holy Spirit in salvation.
 
[bookmark: OLE_LINK1][bookmark: OLE_LINK2]Ephesians 1:13 In him you also, when you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation, and believed in him, were sealed with the promised Holy Spirit, 14 who is the guarantee of our inheritance until we acquire possession of it, to the praise of his glory
Right here we see that the Holy Spirit is given to us when we believe on Jesus. When we receive the free gift of salvation through faith in God and repentance of our sins God gives us also the Holy Spirit. We are sealed with the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit is the defining mark of a true believer. When you believe in Jesus the Holy Spirit enters your life and is the sign of your true salvation. There’s an old term used a lot by Pentecostals called the “witness of the Spirit”. This term is drawn from Romans 8:16

Romans 8:16 The Spirit himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God

When we get saved the Holy Spirit enters our lives and not only acts as proof to God that we are truly His but to ourselves as well. If you’re not absolutely sure if you’re saved maybe you aren’t because if you are saved you’ll have the witness of the Spirit. It means that you’ll know that you know that you know that you know that the Holy Spirit lives inside of you. There will be no questions or doubting in your heart. Your confidence in your salvation isn’t supposed to come from the fact you do good things or try to live right. NO! The Holy Spirit is where your confidence in your salvation comes from because the Holy Spirit always points to Jesus and what He did on the cross! (John 15:26)

John 15:26 “But when the Helper comes, whom I will send to you from the Father, the Spirit of truth, who proceeds from the Father, he will bear witness about me. (ESV)

The work of the Holy Spirit is to point people to Jesus! And He constantly bears witness that we are one of God’s children by reminding us of who Jesus is and what He did for us. In John 20:22, Jesus has risen from the dead and He visits His disciples in His resurrected body. Here is what He says to the disciples present: 

John 20:22 And when he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. (ESV)

Now one of the major distinctives between Pentecostal Christians and others is the way we interpret this passage. Some interpret this passage to be a reference by Jesus to what will occur a few weeks later on the Day of Pentecost when the Holy Spirit is poured out on the saints in Acts 2. Pentecostals tend to interpret this verse to mean that at the very moment Jesus said this and breathed on the disciples the Holy Spirit came upon them. I tend not to get into the Greek translations of the text but a look into the original Greek term used in this verse and some Greek grammar will show you that the aorist imperative terms used by Jesus here always calls for immediate obedience. 

But not just this! If grammar and Greek language isn’t enough for you to believe that at this very moment the Holy Spirit did indeed come on the disciples, then maybe the fact that Jesus breathed on them is! Jesus didn’t breathe on them to be weird or intimate! He breathed on them because in the breath of God there is life! In this very moment the disciples received the life of the Holy Spirit!

It’s important to understand that Jesus already considered these disciples saved and headed for heaven (Luke 10:20) but they had not received true spiritual life up this point because He had not died and been resurrected! The Holy Spirit could not come until Jesus was resurrected! The Holy Spirit could be given now that Jesus had risen from the dead! His work was complete! He had done what He had come to do. There was no longer a barrier between man and God! How amazing is it to realize that this story takes place the same day that Jesus rose from the grave. The power of the Holy Spirit to regenerate a soul was available as soon as Jesus was alive again! It didn’t have to wait until the day of Pentecost nearly 50 days later! On the day of Pentecost a second work of the Holy Spirit happened—a work we will deal with in a later sermon. 

What happened to the disciples here is what we call REGENERATION! Remember when Jesus was talking to Nicodemus in John 3? Jesus said a person must be “born again” to enter the kingdom of heaven. New life has to be imparted to a person! They have to become a new person! They can’t stay the same! Another famous verse tells the same story:

2 Corinthians 5:17 says “Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has passed away; behold, the new has come”. 

So to become a new person we need the regenerating power of the Holy Spirit imparting new life to our souls. You can’t give new life to yourself! Try raising yourself from the dead and it won’t work! You need the Holy Spirit to do that for you! In Romans 8:11 Paul says the Holy Spirit raised Jesus from the dead: 
Romans 8:11  If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ Jesus from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies through his Spirit who dwells in you. (ESV)

Jesus didn’t raise Himself from the dead; the Holy Spirit raised Him! How much more do we need the Holy Spirit to be resurrected spiritually from death unto new life? The Holy Spirit gives new life! He takes a person from spiritual death to spiritual life! This was demonstrated first through this story of the disciples. Jesus breathed on His disciples. Think about it: The first creation of man began with God’s breath and the new creation began with His breath too! 

There is no question believers receive the Holy Spirit at the point of salvation. He literally acts as the defining mark of our fellowship with Christ. While water baptism is an outward sign of an inward change, the Holy Spirit in our lives is the actual test of whether a person has truly surrendered their life to God! These works of the Holy Spirit represent His work as the “Wind” or “Breath” He is often described as! When we put our faith in Jesus we receive spiritual life—the breath of God one might say. The Holy Spirit comes in and takes us from spiritual death—that is, separation from God—to spiritual life—that is, nearness to God. 

If you don’t have a relationship with Jesus now is the time to get it! You want communion with God? You can get it by believing on Jesus and what He did on the cross and then receiving the Holy Spirit. A lot of people claim they have put faith in Jesus but they have never truly received the Holy Spirit. No wonder their life never changes; they haven’t got a new one! Think of Judas. Judas had a relationship with Jesus but he never got the chance to be truly regenerated by the Holy Spirit! You can spend all the time you want with God—all the time in Bible reading and prayer—but if the Holy Spirit hasn’t regenerated your heart, it’s not enough! You need the Holy Spirit to be truly close with God. You need the Holy Spirit to truly dwell with God. 
