THE HOLY SPIRIT GIVES US POWER
Over the course of this series we have talked about the Holy Spirit as a dove, wind, water and fire. All these symbols represent the Holy Spirit and His work. As we close out this series it is only appropriate to finish by talking about His work in relation to the final symbol used to describe Him in the Bible; that is oil. As we talked about in the first message, oil represents the Holy Spirit preparing us for service. In the Old Testament a person who was “anointed” with oil was being set apart for ministry. For example, the high priests were anointed with oil before being allowed to perform their work. Kings also were anointed before assuming the throne. In the same way, we as believers are meant to be anointed by the Holy Spirit before performing service in the kingdom of God. 

Jesus is described as the “anointed one” in Isaiah 61 which He later reads in the gospels. And at the time of Jesus baptism the Holy Spirit descended as a dove and anointed Him for ministry. How do we know this? Because Jesus did not begin His public ministry until He had been baptized—a moment in which the Holy Spirit came down upon Him. If Jesus had to wait for the empowerment of the Spirit before beginning ministry how much more should we? 
 
What does it look like, though, for a believer to be “anointed” with the Holy Spirit for service? For one, we often get this work of the Holy Spirit confused with fire, and for an understandable reason. When the Holy Spirit empowered the believers in Acts 2, there was fire present. Take a look: 

Acts 2:1 When the day of Pentecost arrived, they were all together in one place.2 And suddenly there came from heaven a sound like a mighty rushing wind, and it filled the entire house where they were sitting. 3 And divided tongues as of fire appeared to them and rested on each one of them. 4 And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit gave them utterance. (ESV)

The day of Pentecost is often considered the birthday of the Church. It was on this day, 50 days from the time Jesus rose from the dead, that the Holy Spirit fell on the 120 believers in the Upper Room in Jerusalem and empowered them for service and ministry. See, Jesus had told His disciples to wait in Jerusalem until the Holy Spirit came upon them. Now we know the disciples had already received the Holy Spirit when Jesus breathed on them in John 20. At that moment they were regenerated and experienced the new birth but now at this moment in Acts the believers received the Holy Spirit in a different way. The disciples already had the Holy Spirit living inside of them, but now the Holy Spirit anointed them for service, or what we often call as Pentecostals: the baptism of the Holy Spirit! Think about it this way: water baptism does not equal salvation. It is an experience we partake in after salvation. In the same way, Spirit baptism is a second experience AFTER true conversion and new birth. 

The baptism in the Holy Spirit is typically the defining belief of Pentecostals or Charismatic Christians. It means we believe that after the Holy Spirit first indwells us, He also wants to empower us. The Holy Spirit indwells us to sanctify us, but He baptizes us to prepare us for ministry. In most Pentecostal churches a pastor has to demonstrate evidence of a true baptism in the Holy Spirit before He will be ordained. Why? Because how can a true pastor do his work of ministry without the anointing power of the Holy Spirit to do so? A lot of times the differences in our beliefs about the baptism of the Holy Spirit have to do with our wording. Some people call it the “infilling”, others say the “anointing” while most still use the term “baptism”. The whole point is that often we are talking about the same thing, but baptism is typically the preferred term. Think of what water baptism is: full immersion in water. You are completely encompassed in water. The same idea is used when speaking of the Holy Spirit baptism: you are completely enveloped by the Holy Spirit. And if the Holy Spirit is all over you, you will be ready to be used of Him for ministry. 

Why is it so important that these works of the Holy Spirit be two distinct things? Why can’t the Holy Spirit simply regenerate our heart and baptize us in Him at the same time? In some cases in Scripture it appears that He does. In the story of Cornelius in Acts 10 it both Holy Spirit regeneration and Holy Spirit baptism appear to happen to Him on the same day. But in general, most of those who received this anointing of the Holy Spirit in Acts had to wait for some time after they were first regenerated in heart. The most obvious example is the disciples who were regenerated in John 20 having to wait until Acts 2, some 50 days later to be baptized in the Holy Spirit. Another example is the story of the Samaritan people in Acts 8:

Acts 8:12 But when they believed Philip as he preached good news about the kingdom of God and the name of Jesus Christ, they were baptized, both men and women. 13 Even Simon himself believed, and after being baptized he continued with Philip. And seeing signs and great miracles performed, he was amazed. 14Now when the apostles at Jerusalem heard that Samaria had received the word of God, they sent to them Peter and John, 15 who came down and prayed for them that they might receive the Holy Spirit, 16 for he had not yet fallen on any of them, but they had only been baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. 17 Then they laid their hands on them and they received the Holy Spirit. (ESV)

Here is an example of a group of people who also had heard the Word of God, received it, believed it and repented of their sins, and been baptized in water but had not received the power of the Holy Spirit—the baptism of the Holy Spirit. Yet another example is the story of Paul. In Acts 9 Paul has a vision and sees Jesus. He repents of His sin and finds a man named Ananias who prays over him and baptizes him. Based on the text it would also appear that Paul received the Holy Spirit baptism at this point and began fiercely preaching the Word of God. The whole point is there another experience with His Holy Spirit God wants to bring you into! He wants to baptize you in the Spirit to perform Spirit-empowered ministry. 

Here’s the issue about the baptism in the Holy Spirit. When most people hear about it all they think about is speaking in tongues. Speaking in tongues has possibly become more synonymous with Pentecostals than the baptism of the Holy Spirit itself. When people hear the term “Pentecostal” they often think of people that wear skirts or people that talk in funky languages. Why is this? Because Pentecostals believe that the initial physical evidence of the baptism in the Holy Spirit is speaking tongues. This means that the first thing that will happen when God truly baptizes you with His Holy Spirit is that you will speak in tongues. It’s the sign that you have really been filled. But what has sadly happened is that this particular teaching has received more attention than the actual baptism itself. People make it all about tongues and speaking in other languages. But I want you to know this: Speaking in tongues is NOT the purpose of the baptism of the Holy Spirit! 

Do I believe speaking in tongues is an aspect of the baptism in the Holy Spirit? Yes I do! When the Holy Spirit comes upon you, you won’t be able to keep from saying something whether it’s in your language or another. What I don’t believe is that when we preach the baptism we should focus on tongues. I think it is safe to say that, yes, if you speak in tongues (and you know it’s not just you faking it) that you have received the baptism in the Holy Spirit. But you will also receive so much more. You will receive power. A different strength will flow through your bones. Strength that only comes from the Holy Spirit. Tongues is the evidence; power is the purpose. You can’t see power. A man could look powerful and be weak as possible. The president has lots of power but if you tried to grab that power with your hands you won’t be able to grasp it. You can’t see the power of the Holy Spirit on you, but you can feel it and know it, and you’ll have it further confirmed when you begin to speak by the Holy Spirit’s strong urging. Don’t forget that kings and priests were not anointed to say something but to do something. Yes, saying things was certainly a part of their doing but it was not all of their doing. The anointing of the Holy Spirit is for power! 

So what is this power that the Holy Spirit endows us with for? Why do we need power? Doesn’t the Holy Spirit also give us the power to live a holy life already? Yes, and although many say that there are no prerequisites for the baptism of the Holy Spirit, I’m a firm believer that purity is. I don’t believe that God baptizes people with the Holy Spirit who are living in blatant sin. The Holy Spirit gives us power to live holy when He enters our life first, but He gives us power to do ministry in His name when we receive the baptism. In Hebrews 12:14 we are told that without holiness no one shall see the Lord. So think of it like this: The first experience of the Holy Spirit prepares us to meet God, the second prepares us to meet people. The first is the new birth, regeneration, that sanctification process. The second process is the baptism of the Holy Spirit—the anointing. Think about what the two most important commandments are according to Jesus: love the Lord your God and love your neighbor as yourself. Here’s the great news: the Holy Spirit helps us do both! 

Yes, the Holy Spirit helps you love when He regenerates your heart, but He also empowers you through the baptism to love in the highest ways possible. There are so many stories of great men and women of God who got utterly transformed and empowered by an experience of the baptism. I encourage you to read about the baptism experiences of men like Dwight Moody, David Wilkerson, R.A. Torrey, Duncan Campbell, Charles Finney, Johnathan Edwards (yes, even some Baptists believe in the baptism). The common factor with every one of these men’s stories is that they noticed a marked, powerful difference in their ministry after having this experience. Why is this? Because now their ministry was being done in God’s power and not their own. Do you want to really make an impact for God’s kingdom? Do you want to be used mightily of God? Do you want to lead many of your friends to know Jesus as their personal Lord and Savior? You can’t do it without the baptism in the Holy Spirit. Those who have made the largest impacts for the kingdom of God have been those men and women who have been anointed by the Holy Spirit to do so. 

Don’t confuse the big stages or big numbers with big impact. The greatest impact in the kingdom of God is often small and unnoticed, but it certainly can’t be done even then without the power of the Holy Spirit. You need the Holy Spirit to be on the big stage and the small one. You need the Holy Spirit to share the gospel with a thousand people and with one person. So get holy, get right, get ready and dig deep in prayer to seek the Holy Spirit’s power in your life. When you receive it you won’t regret it and you will live in a way that glorifies God in everything you do. 









